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SUBJECT: GENEVA PRESS ARTICLE ON DISPLACED PERSONS IN TINDOUF AREA 
REF: GENEVA 8893 

1 . ADDRESSEES MAY HAVE INTEREST IN ARTICLE REPORTED 
REFTEL WHICH APPEARED IN NOV. 6/7 ISSUE OF TRIBUNE DE 
GENEVE. INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF TEXT FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT. APPEAL LAUNCHED BY HIGH COMMISSIONER 

FOR REFUGEES: 90,000 SAHRAOUI WOMEN AND CHILDREN DESTITUTE 
AS WINTER BEGINS. ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN NEW YORK. NOV 5, A 
NEW APPEAL TO INTERNATIONAL UNITY HAS BEEN MADE BYTHE 
HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES ON BEHALF OF SOME 90.000 
SAHRAOUI REFUGEES DISPERSED IN 22 CAMPS IN THE TINDOUF 
AREA IN THE EXTREME WESTERN SECTOR OF ALGERIA. THIS WAS 
MENTIONED DURING A PRESS CONFERENCE HELD RECENTLY, IN 
COLLABORATION WITH THE SWISS COMMITTEE OF SUPPORT FOR 
THE SAHRAOUI PEOPLE, BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTER- 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, WHOSE SECRETARY- 
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GENERAL, MAITRE DENIS PAYOT, RECENTLY RETURNED FROM A 
TRIP TO ALGERIA WHERE HE VISITED 9 CAMPS. THIS (TRIP) 

WAS MADE PRINCIPALLY IN ORDER TO VERIFY ON THE SCENE 
THE VALIDITY OF REPORTS SENT BY MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA 
TO THE UNHCR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. THESE UNDERSCORED THE 
ALMOST COMPLETE DESTITITION IN WHICH THE GROUP, COMPOSED 
ESSENTIALLY OF WOMEN, CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE, WERE SUB- 
SISTING AS WINTER APPROACHES. 

3. URGENT: CANVAS TO MAKE 9,000 TENTS. ACTUALLY, 

ONLY 15 PERCENT OF THE REFUGEE TENTS, MADE OF CAMEL AND 
GOAT SKIN, ARE ADAPTED TO THE RUGGES SAHARA CLIMATE; 

OTHERS HAVE BEEN MADE ON THE SPOT WITH MILL ENDS OF 
CLOTH SEWN TOGETHER, AND IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 40 PERCENT 
OF THEM CANNOT STAND UP IN THIS WINTER’S VIOLENT WINDS. 

IT IS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO PROVIDE ENOUGH CANVAS TO 
MAKE SOME 9,000 TENTS. UNTIL NOW, ME. PAYOT RECALLED, 
HUMANITARIAN AID FROM SWITZERLAND HAS AMOUNTED TO ONE 
MILLION SWISS FRANCS. THE UNHCR AND THE ALGERIAN 
RED CRESCENT ESTIMATE THAT FIVE MILLION DOLLARS ARE 
NEEDED ANNUALLY IN ORDE TO COVER BASIC FOOD AND 
MEDICINE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SAHARAN REFUGEES. THIS 
HAS PROMPTED THE SWISS COMMITTEE OF SUPPORT FOR THE SAHRAOUI 
PEOPLE TO MAKE AN APPEAL FOR PUBLIC ASSISTANCE. 

4. THE UNITED NATIONS RECOGNIZED THEIR RIGHTS TO SELF- 
DETERMINATION. ME. PAYOT TOOK THE OCCASION OF THIS 
MEETING WITH THE PRESS TO RECALL THAT SEVERAL U.S. 

RESOLUTIONS - THE MOST RECENT BEING IN DECEMBER 1975 - 
HAVE PROCLAIMED THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE 
PEOPLE OF WESTERN SAHARA, AND THAT A DECISION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE IN THE HAGUE CONCLUDED 
IN OCTOBER 1975 THAT BONDS OF TERRITORIAL SOVEREIGNTY 
BETWEEN "THE TERRITORY OF WESTERN SAHARA ON THE ONE 
HAND, AND THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO OR THE MAURITANIAN 
STATE ON THE OTHER" DID NOT EXIST. 

5. MILITARY THREAT TO THE TINDOUF CAMPS? HE THEN 
DESCRIBED THE SUBSTANCE OF A PERSONAL INTERVIEW THAT 
MR. HOUARI BOUMEDIENNE, PRESIDENT OF THE ALGERIAN 
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COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, HAD RECENTLY GRANTED HIM, IN 
WHICH HE EMPHASIZED THAT "ALGERIA WANTS THE INDEPENDENCE 
OF THE WESTERN SAHARA, BASED BOTH ON THE U.N. RESOLUTIONS 
AND UPON ITS OWN EXPERIENCE VIS-A-VIS THE FRENCH 
COLONIAL POWER; THAT IT (ALGERIA) COULD UNDER NO 
CIRCUMSTANCE DISREGARD THE POSSIBILITY OF A MOROCCAN 
ATTACK ON THE CAMPS OF THE SAHRAOUI REFUGEES IN THE 
TINDOUF AREA; AND THAT FINALLY THE INTERVENTION OF 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, PARTICULARLY THE UNHCR, 
WAS CALLED FOR IN VIEW OF THE GRAVITY OF THE 
SITUATION." END TEXT. ABRAMS 
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